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2015 i-Spell Challenge Rules 
This competition is open to all contestants below the age of 15 in Primary and Junior 

Secondary Schools. 

 

The Pronouncer, judge(s) and other officials will be in complete charge of the contest. Any 

questions or protests about the spelling(s) of a word or the running of the contests must be 

referred to the officials immediately (before the beginning of the next round). Their decisions 

will be final in all matters. 

NO PROTEST WILL BE ENTERTAINED AFTER THE CONTEST HAS ENDED 
 

Official Dictionary/Source of Words: 

In competition, all words will be chosen from official lists compiled from the Oxford 

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 8
th

 ed. and used by Spelling Bee officials.  This is the final 

spelling authority for the competition. 

 

Timing: 

During oral spelling rounds in the Challenge Finals; the speller’s time at the microphone has a 

limit of 2 minutes. Time begins when the pronouncer first pronounces the word. For the first 

1 minute and 30 seconds, the speller will have the benefit of asking questions, if necessary. 

The judge(s) and pronouncer will not communicate with the speller during the final 30 

seconds. The judge(s) will disqualify any speller who does not provide a complete spelling 

before the expiration of time. If the judge(s) and pronouncer need to discuss a competition-

related matter while a speller is contemplating a word, they may pause the time clock, and 

they will inform the speller when they pause and resume the time clock. 
 

Conditions for disqualification of a speller: 

- If it is discovered that a speller’s parent or guardian did not sign his/her Parent Consent 

Form, such a speller will be disqualified. 

- If it is ascertained that a speller got help from the audience to spell a word during a 

spelling round, the speller will automatically be disqualified. 

- Officials may disqualify any contestant who ignores a request to start spelling his or 

her word within the allotted time. Also, A SPELLER WHOSE SPELLING OF A 

WORD IS NOT AUDIBLE TO THE OFFICIALS MAY HAVE HIS OR HER 

SPELLING RULED INCORRECT. 

Speller activities that do not merit disqualification:  
The judges will not disqualify a speller:- 

(1) for failing to pronounce the word either before or after spelling it,  

(2) for asking a question, or  

(3) for noting or failing to note the capitalization of a word, the presence of a diacritical mark, 

the presence of a hyphen or other form of punctuation, or spacing between words in an open 

compound.  
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1. Words with more than one acceptable spelling:  

If a word has more than one acceptable spelling, the British English (BrE) spelling will be 

accepted in i-Spell Challenge. 

Example:  

(1) The spelling “colour”(BrE) will be accepted instead of its variant “color”(NAmE). 

(2) “Programme”(BrE) will be accepted over “Program”(NAmE). 

 

2. Speller’s role:  
a. In a spelling round, the speller should make an effort to face the judges and pronounce the 

word for the judges before spelling it and after spelling it. The speller while facing the judges 

should make an effort to utter each letter distinctly and with sufficient volume to be 

understood by the judges.  

 

c. The competition will be oral; contestants must spell the words orally and the use of pens 

and/or pencils and paper will not be allowed. 

 

b. The speller may ask the pronouncer to say the word again, define it, use it in a sentence and 

provide the part of speech.  

 

e. Once a contestant has begun to spell a word, he or she may not ask for a word to be re-

pronounced, defined or used in a sentence.  

 

f. Having started to spell a word, a contestant will not be given any opportunity to change 

letters already pronounced. A speller may retrace provided that letters and their sequence are 

not changed in retracing.  

 

g. Each letter of a word must be spelt separately and distinctly. 

The speller must spell each letter of any given word separately or be disqualified. 

Example: The word "mirror" must not be spelt as "m-i-double r – o-r". 

 

3. Apostrophes and other forms of punctuation are not required. 

 

4. Misunderstandings: The speller is responsible for any misunderstanding of the word 

given unless,  

(1) the pronouncer never provided a correct pronunciation;  

(2) the pronouncer provided incorrect information regarding the definition, or part of speech, 

or  

(3) the speller correctly spelled a homonym of the word and the pronouncer failed to either 

offer a definition or distinguish the homonyms.  

 

5. Correction of a misspelling: The pronouncer and judges will not ask the speller to correct 

another speller’s misspelling, except in end-of-challenge circumstances.  
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6. Errors: Upon providing an incorrect spelling of a word, the speller immediately drops out 

of the competition, except as provided in Rule 7.  

 

7. End-of-challenge procedure:  
a. If all spellers in a round misspell: If none of the spellers remaining in the spelling bee at 

the start of a round spells a word correctly during that round, all remain in the competition 

and a new spelling round begins.  

 

b. Ties: All spellers eliminated in the same round are tied for the same place. After the 

champion has been determined, spelling challenge officials may opt to conduct tiebreakers (of 

their own design) if tiebreakers are necessary for the awarding of prizes or the determination 

of qualifying spellers for the next level of competition.  

 

c. If three or fewer spellers are left in a round:  

 If three or fewer spellers are left in a round, the next round begins with a 25-word 

list. A winner is declared if other spellers misspell and the remaining speller 

correctly spells two words in a row, i.e. a new one-word spelling round begins and 

the speller is given an opportunity to spell an anticipated championship word. If the 

speller succeeds in correctly spelling the word in this one-word round, the speller is 

declared the champion. 

N/B: The elimination procedure changes when the number of contestants is reduced to 

two. At this point, when one contestant misspells a word, the other contestant will be 

given the opportunity to spell the same word. If the second contestant spells the word 

correctly, plus the next word on the pronouncer’s list, then he or she will be declared 

champion. If the contestant misspells the word on the pronouncer’s list, then both 

spellers continue in the contest. If both contestants misspell the same word, then 

both continue in the contest. 
 

CONDITIONS FOR ANNOUNCEMENT OF CO-CHAMPIONS: 

If no winner is declared before the 25-word list is exhausted – or there are not enough 

words left for two consecutive spellings – co-champions are announced. 
 


